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the whole military force of which was estimated at considerably less than a thousand men. Something less than one-half of that number was necessary to man the forts and stations, and keep up scouting parties on the extreme frontier. The remainder were immediately enrolled for this distant service. A difficulty arose from another source. Many of the vokmteers were unable to furnish suitable horses and equipments. The iron hand of poverty checked the rising ambition of many a valorous youth who had heard of battle, and who longed to follow to the fields some warlike chief.
" 'Here,' said Mrs. Sevier, pointing to her son, not yet sixteen years old; 'here, Mr. Sevier, is another of our boys who wants to go with his father and brother to war, but we have no horse for him, and, poor fellow, it is a great distance to walk.' Col. Sevier tried to borrow money on his own responsibility to fit out and furnish the expedition. But every inhabitant had expended his last dollar in taking up his land, and all the money of the country was thus in the hands of the entry-taker. Sevier waited upon that officer and represented to him that the want of means was likely to retard and, in some measure, to frustrate his exertions to carry out the expedition, and suggested to him the use of the public money in his hand. John Adair, Esq., late of Knox County, was the entry-taker, and his reply was that worthy of the times and worthy of the man: 'Col. Sevier, I have no authority by law to make that disposition of this money. It belongs to the impoverished treasury of North Carolina, and I dare not appropriate a cent of it to any purpose; but, if the country is overrun by the British, liberty is gone. Let the money go, too. Take it. If the enemy by its use is driven from the country, I can trust that country to justify and vindicate my conduct. Take it.'
"The money was taken and expended in the purchase of ammunition and the necessary equipments. Shelby and Sevier pledged themselves to see it refunded, or the act of the entry-taker legalized by the North Carolina Legislature. That was scrupulously attended to at the earliest practicable moment. The evidence of it is before the writer in the original receipt now in his possession:
"'Received, Jan. 31, 1782, of Mr. John Adair, entry-